
Ontario AI snapshot 2025-26
The state of the province’s AI ecosystem
Since 2020, Vector Institute has produced snapshots of Ontario’s AI ecosystem based on survey data and with support from Deloitte Canada.  
This year’s snapshot (covering the period from April 1, 2025 to March 31, 2026) tracks 10 metrics on topics such as commercialization, AI job 
creation, and investment. These metrics provide a means of gauging the progress that governments, businesses, and institutions are making 
to build a stronger AI ecosystem in Ontario.

MARKET SIZE & AI ADOPTION
Ontario continues to be an attractive hub for AI companies, with substantially higher numbers of new and relocating AI companies in 2025-26.  
AI strategy execution continues to improve in Ontario companies.

Welcoming more new AI businesses than ever

121
New AI companies 
established in Ontario

+73% YoY

38
AI companies 
relocated to Ontario

+41% YoY

AI strategy execution continues to improve

75%
of surveyed Ontario 
companies were able to 
execute on their vision of 
selling or using AI in their 
business

+5 pp YoY
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More firms could seize enterprise AI strategy advantage

52%
of Ontario firms using AI say they 
have an enterprise-wide AI strategy 
in place or under consideration

+1 pp YoY

This figure has stayed consistent since 2020-21†, revealing 
an opportunity to improve companies’ understanding of the 
competitive advantages of having an enterprise AI strategy.  

†2022-23 numbers not available, as this metric was not tracked for the given year.
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TALENT & JOB MARKET
Ontario’s AI job market is evolving and may be reaching an inflection point. AI adoption is broadening across non-technical roles as employees 
increasingly use AI tools in their daily work, while technical AI roles focused on building core technologies declined.

Ontario’s changing AI job market by the numbers

71,167
Ontario 
professionals 
requiring skills to 
build or use AI

+61% YoY
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-41% YoY

AI jobs retained
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5,813

-66% YoY

AI jobs created
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Source: Survey results; Private database

Ontario is still creating well-paying AI jobs

2,371

-58% YoY

well-paying jobs 
($85,000+) for highly 
qualified professionals 
(HQPs) who graduated 
from AI-related 
programs in Ontario

Well-paying AI jobs 
account for 40% of new 
AI jobs overall—up from 
30% the previous year.  
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New AI jobs created
Well-paying jobs for HQPs (refers to individuals 
with a bachelor’s degree and above)
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Source: Private database; Survey results

AI master’s program enrollment 
and graduate numbers steady

1,648
enrolled in Ontario 
AI master’s programs

-2% YoY

1,113
graduates from 
Ontario AI master’s 
programs

+10% YoY
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Graduates from Vector Institute recognized 
AI master’s programs in Ontario

Enrolled in Vector Institute recognized 
AI master’s programs in Ontario
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Source: Vector’s Academic Partnerships Team

INVESTMENTS IN BUSINESS
Venture capital investment in Ontario-based AI companies reached new heights in 2025-26, indicating investor confidence in the province’s AI sector. 
AI patent activity in Canada held steady, while AI R&D spending softened year-over-year. 

Sharp rise in VC investment in Ontario AI

$3.9B
in venture 
capital / private 
investments in 
Ontario-based AI 
companies

+50% YoY
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$2,864M

$936M

$3,900M

Source: Private database; Survey results

AI investor numbers continue to grow

484
companies 
investing in 
Ontario-based 
AI companies

+17% YoY
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Source: Private database; Survey results

AI R&D funding in Ontario softens

$796M
R&D expenditures 
and external 
research funding for 
AI in Ontario

-23% YoY
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$2,755M

$1,030M
$869M

$1,028M

$796M

Source: Survey results; Private database; Government database

Canadian AI patents stabilize

257
patents 
granted to 
inventors in 
Canada

+6% YoY
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AI patent results may reflect a larger global slowdown in AI patents 
being filed and granted, due to stricter patent review processes and 
companies’ pivoting away from patents to using trade secrets as a 
preferred method of keeping innovation confidential.

Source: WIPO

ABOUT US
Vector Institute transforms cutting-edge artificial intelligence research into practical solutions that drive Canada’s economic growth and improve lives. As a 
globally renowned AI research institute, we bridge the gap between academic discovery and industry adoption through partnerships with leading researchers, 
businesses, and government organizations.

This infographic is for informational purposes only and Vector Institute is not, by means of this infographic, rendering professional advice or services or providing an opinion of any kind on any subject. No one 
should act upon or refrain from acting upon the information contained in this infographic without obtaining the advice of a qualified professional advisor. You are urged to contact a qualified professional advisor 
for guidance. Vector Institute does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy, currency, usefulness, or completeness of the information contained in this infographic, which may include information obtained from 
third party sources. Vector Institute shall not have any responsibility or owe any duty to any person in respect of this infographic or be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by any person who relies on 
this infographic. All content in this infographic is either created by Vector Institute, or otherwise used with permission and is protected by copyright. All rights are reserved. No part of this infographic may be 
reproduced without the prior written permission of Vector Institute. 

https://www.vectorinstitute.ai

